
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



SITES IN PHILISTIA 

During the next two days we visited nineteen villages in the Philistine 
plain, combing them for evidence of antiquity. As a result of our investi- 
gation it appears certain that the ancient Ekron lay at Qatra, instead of at 
'Aqir, which preserves the name, but lies three miles to the northwest. 
The usual identification of Qatra with Kedron, a fortress built by the Syrian 
general Cendebaeus, in his war against the Jews, is demonstrably incorrect. 
At 'Aqir there are no antiquities, and not the sign of a mound anywhere; 
at Qatra there are marble pillars, the fragment of an inscription, and an 
important tell, with enormous masses of Grseco-Roman pottery. This 
localization also agrees much better with the statements in the Onomasticon 
of Eusebius, that Accaron (Ekron) lay to the east of the road from Ashdod 
to Jamnia. In the Director's opinion, Qatra is a most promising place for 
excavation, the site of one of the most important Philistine cities, whose 
relations with Israel were always close, because of its position. Esdud, 
ancient Ashdod, is another very promising site, since the mound of the cita- 
del is occupied only on its southern and western slopes, leaving the higher 
and more extensive portions accessible to the spade. The expense of exca- 
vation here would be incomparably less than Ashkelon, since the extent 
of the mound is so much smaller, the ancient remains are much nearer the 
surface, and a railway station on the line from Haifa to Egypt is only half 
an hour away. Besides, there is an abundance of cheap labor conveniently 
at hand. 

LIBNAH AND GATH 

The last day was devoted to the region between Tell-es-safi and 
Bethlehem. It is almost a pity that Tell-es-safi was excavated, since the 
portions of the ancient site available for the excavator are so very small, 
and the meagerness of the results obtained has greatly dampened the ardor 
of the archaeologist, so far as Palestinian investigation is concerned. It 
appears, moreover, certain, as will be shown in detail in a special paper, 
that Tell-es-safi is the site of ancient Libnah, and that Gath is to be iden- 
tified with the splendid mound of 'Araq le-menshiyeh, eight miles to the 
southwest. Unfortunately, the latter tell has a weli on its summit, but 
this would not interfere with the sinking of trial trenches, which could be 
done at very slight expense, especially since the value of the ground here is 
negligible. In connection with Tell-es-safi, it may be mentioned that there 
are three fragments of a small limestone stele from this site in the national 
museum (installed in the same building as our library) which, in the Direc- 
tor's opinion, was a sculptor's study, representing the launching of a ship 
under the auspices of Sennacherib. Since the first publication of this 
interesting monument is not accurate, it will be republished, and the 
reasons for the interpretation and dating set forth. It is especially inter- 
esting in connection with the fact that Sennacherib occupied Libnah after 
the fall of Lachish. 

MAKKEDAH AND SHOCOH 

From Tell-es-safi, we went to Deir-ed-dibban, which may be tenta- 
tively identified with Makkedah. The remarkable caverns here, used in 
Graeco-Roman times as burial places, in Byzantine days as churches, and 
in at least one case as a mosque by the Saracens, were carefully examined 
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